
JOIN US 
IN SONG!
The West Shore Chorale

Audition Guide

OUR MISSION 
To enrich the lives of singers, audiences, and West  
Shore residents through the transformative power of 
choral singing.

OUR CONDUCTOR
Artistic Director of the West Shore 
Chorale since 1984, John Drotleff 
studied music at Youngstown  
State University, Columbia  
University, and Westminster  
Choir College, before beginning 
his decades-long career in  
music education. His teaching 
credits include being Fine Arts 
Department Chairman at   

Lakewood High School, Choral Director at Avon Lake  
High School and adjunct professor at several Northeast 
Ohio colleges. He is past  president of the Ohio Choral  
Directors Association. It is a testament to Mr. Drotleff’s 
powers of inspiration and motivation that many of his  
high school and college students are current members  
of the West Shore Chorale.      

SCHEDULING AN AUDITION
We hope you will consider joining us! Please schedule 
your audition by calling the membership secretary,  
Connie Benham, at 216/281-5651 or by calling our  
main number, 216/373-7773.

For additional information visit www.westshorechorale.org.



MEMBERSHIP GUIDELINES
   • �Attending rehearsals is important. The Chorale has 

a policy of no more than two absences prior to any 
concert.

   • �Concert dress for men is a black tuxedo, white shirt, 
black bow tie and black shoes. For women, concert 
dress is a black, floor length, long sleeved ensemble, 
and black shoes. It is the responsibility of members 
to provide their own concert attire.

   • �There is a membership fee of $40 per half year ($80 
per season). We may waive this fee for students or 
under special circumstances.

   • �Chorale members are asked to help with selling 
tickets, selling program ads, serving on committees, 
and participating in other organizational activities as 
they are able.

   • �Rehearsals are held Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Municipal Center in Rocky River, at the corner of 
Hilliard and Wagar Roads. The first rehearsal of the 
season is the first Tuesday after Labor Day. The  
second half of the season begins the first Tuesday 
after New Year’s Day.

   • �Dress rehearsals are held on the Saturday prior to a 
Sunday concert. The exact times are announced at 
the beginning of the season.

SINGERS WANTED
The West Shore Chorale is actively seeking new members  
to join us this upcoming season! Membership is open to  
all singers with a strong interest in performing classical 
choral music. We select singers based on musical ability, 
experience, and available openings.

Auditions are held during August and December and at other 
times by special arrangement. The Chorale’s membership 
is limited to approximately 85 singers and proportioned to 
achieve a balance among sections. The Chorale presents 
from 2 to 4 concerts per year, including a holiday concert  
in early December and a spring concert in early May. 

AUDITIONS
Your audition will take about 10 minutes. You will be asked 
to do the following:
   1. �Sing any music of your own choice. This can be a solo 

or part of a choral piece you have learned in the past. 
Do something you know well and can feel comfortable 
singing. The piece you choose does not have to be  
difficult. An accompanist will be provided.

   2. �Sight-read by singing your part in a short choral piece 
while all four parts are played on the piano.

   3. Vocalize to demonstrate your range.

ABOUT THE CHORALE
Founded in 1968, the West Shore Chorale has been an anchor in the lives of singers and 
audience members for 42 years. Committed to the highest performance standards, the  
Chorale presents a varied selection of repertoire from traditional to rarely heard compositions. 
By offering affordable ticket prices and highly accessible venues, the Chorale strives to share 
these great choral works with the widest possible audiences. The Chorale has performed over 
75 major choral/orchestral compositions, including many seldom performed works. As part 
of its community outreach efforts, the Chorale regularly collaborates with local schools and 
performance groups, showcasing the talents of musicians from all walks of life. The group 
has performed on radio, television, with the Canton Symphony Orchestra, and for the Ohio 
Choral Directors Association, and Ohio Music Education Association.


